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By Maggie Tate-Techtmann, Executive Director

HAWS is an open admission, no-kill shelter dedicated to
strengthening the relationship between animals and
humans through adoptions and education — making a more
compassionate community possible.

Animal welfare and education are key components to every aspect of our work at
HAWS. We cannot support the pets of our community without the support of the
people of our community. We cannot fulfill our mission without a strong, wide-
ranging team of animal welfare advocates.

In this issue of the Tattle Tails we focus on the impact of education programs
throughout the entire year.

Our education programs reach the youth of our community, giving them
opportunities to practice compassion, respect and empathy through lessons and
animal interactions. While summer camp welcomes the largest number of
participants in the shortest time frame, programs throughout the rest of the year like
the Hannah’s Haven reading program, No More Bullying and Tuesday Troops kids’
club continue to solidify the humane concepts learned during the warm-weather
months.

The opening of our Schallock Center for Animals in 2021 broadened our spectrum,
with equine programs and STEM field trips as highlights. HAWS is now able to
present unique encounters to all ages — especially those who might not otherwise
experience them - through Equine Explorers, our Adult Horse Program and more.

Our Behavior and Training team is in perpetual motion! The relationship between a
pet and its person is also strengthened by learning together, so we continue to
innovate with 1-day informational seminars alongside our basic-to-advanced training
classes.

Volunteering at HAWS is also a tremendous way for our community to support us
while helping us learn more about the animals in our care. Our volunteers give us
valuable daily insight into our dogs, cats and small animals - their tendencies and
what they need to be better adoption candidates.

The concept of “all ages” is of the utmost importance. Humane youth become
humane adults. When we instill compassion and respect at a young age we will see
the results far into the future. Our humane community continues to grow, and we are
excited to learn alongside it! 4

The Tattle Tails is a publication of the Humane Animal Welfare Society, with issues in February, April and August, and a
special Impact Report in November. Please direct inquiries and comments,
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including your change of address, to marketing@hawspets.org.

BEHAVIOR DEPARTMENT
HIGHLIGHTS

hawspets.org/training-behavior

Wanted: More Mod Squad!

Mod Squad volunteers work with
HAWS’ adoptable and not-quite-
ready-to-adopt dogs. They are an
additional set of eyes and ears for
both our Behavior department and
caretakers, ensuring the dogs at
HAWS are receiving the support
and enrichment they need.
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Lure Course
- &Dog Dash -
.~ September, October, November - - _
- HAWS Schallock Center for-Animals = ™™
Member Merry shares insight into T < 5 g g PR e e

We are currently looking for more
dog lovers to join our Squad!

what the Mod Squad does, and
what it means to be a part of this
unique volunteer group:

1-DAY SEVWIVIARS

Join the Behavior team for a series of one-day
seminars led by our experienced trainers, designed
to help you navigate real-life dog challenges with
confidence. Whether you’re working on crate or
house training, thinking about adding another dog
to your family, or trying to figure out which kind of
dog is the best fit for your lifestyle, our trainers will
walk you through it with real-life tips and
professional guidance. Each session focuses on a
different topic — just pick the ones that fit your
needs and sign up at hawspets.org/events.

“Being part of the Mod Squad at HAWS has been a rewarding
and fulfilling experience. | started as a dog walking volunteer,
but soon realized | wanted to get more involved. The Mod Squad
seemed the right opportunity to learn more about canine
behavior and to provide support for those dogs that struggled
with shelter life, were under-socialized, fearful or frustrated. It
was an opportunity to address needs that would help the pups
be more appealing candidates for adoption. And on a personal
note, | wanted to be a better pet parent for my own dogs - to
develop better handling skills, to understand their needs better
and explore ideas to build a deeper bond with them.

August Topics

¢ Brave Paws - Building Confidence in Dogs,
August 16th, 1-2pm

¢ Playful Paws - Exploring the World of Canine
Enrichment, August 17th, 1-2pm

« Pawsitive Beginnings - Puppy Essentials,
August 30th, 9-10am

¢ Calming the Chaos - Supporting Your Dog
Through Reactivity, August 31st, 1-2pm

“I enjoy the challenge of working with individual canine
personalities (and quirks) and being creative to address the
needs of that individual. The Mod Squad is a great opportunity to
work with behavior professionals and volunteers that are
passionate about helping dogs and are dedicated to continuous
learning - not only shelter-sponsored learning, but reading,
attending webinars and seminars, and learning from one another.
As a team, we may approach behavior modification from slightly
different angles or focus on different aspects, but it all adds up
to successful outcomes for the pups.” a

Loving & Learning with Murphy

| found myself casually browsing the HAWS website and came across the photo of “Binx.”
Something about that photo made me have to meet her. Fast forward 5 hours later — Binx, now
Murphy, was in the back seat of my car. | was not expecting to bring home a dog that day, but
when she entered the room at HAWS and instantly handed me her paw, | knew she needed me.

I quickly realized that | may have my hands full. But | was determined to give this sweet young
girl the life she deserved. With a lot of training, professional guidance, hard work, and help
from “grandma” and doggy daycare, we are successfully doing that! Murphy makes me smile
every day and knows how to make me laugh when | need it the most. In the evenings | often sit
on the sofa and just stare at her sleeping (and occasionally snoring). | smile, knowing how far
we have come.

Thank you to HAWS for bringing Murphy into my life and for having all the resources available

to make our adoption a success story. Shout out to Ashley H. [from HAWS’ Behavior team]
who we have been working closely with! - Sincerely, Michelle S.

August 2025 - Page 3



Meet Bruce, fka Peter.
Sophia was fantastic and did a great
Jjob when Bruce met my dog Paco (also
a HAWS dog). The staff were so happy
to see Peter go to his forever home,
and one lady was practically in tears in
the parking lot when she saw Bruce
going home and said goodbye. I think
that is a tremendous testament to the
kind of staff and volunteers you have at
HAWS. | could tell how much they
really care about the animals, which is
so refreshing. Kudos to you! So, a
special thank you to everyone at HAWS
for taking such good care of this boy.
-Joe S.

Growing Our
Humane
ommunily.

For his Boy Scout Citizen zhip in the
Communify Badge, Knox put in more
than 48 haurs making over
60 blankefs for the pets at HAWS!
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HAWS is an open-admission, no-kill shelter dedlicated to strengthening the
relationship between animals and humans through adoptions and education -
making a more compassionate community possible.

Animal welfare is the primary reason for HAWS’ existence, made obvious by
the “A” and the “W” in our acronym and in the name of our organization.

Should there also be and “E”?

By Jennifer Smieja, Communication Specialist

\
For the Love of Animals

The Importance of Education

Education has always been at the forefront of our work. Our founders
knew that a key component to helping animals was educating our
community, not only about general care and needs of the animals around
us, but also about the ways we can better coexist.

Early issues of this Tattle Tails newsletter featured helpful hints for
avoiding lost pets - and the resulting successful reunions! Articles
centered on veterinary care and the importance of spaying and
neutering. Thinking ahead before adopting, and matching a pet to your
lifestyle, were consistently discussed.

Initially, stray cat intake numbers averaged 200 each month. In 1973
alone, HAWS received a total of 1,013 strays: 434 dogs, 116 puppies, 192
cats, 265 kittens. Sadly, only about 20% were reunited with their owners.
The summary statement that year: “Although we placed 862 pets in
homes and returned 206 to their owners...4,127 had no place to go.”

The only way to decrease the number of unwanted pets? Consistent
messages of both the problems and the solutions — and not just to adults
but to the youth in our community as well, planting the seeds of animal
welfare and responsibility as soon as possible.

Education in Action

During the summer there is a certain, unmistakable energy at both our
main shelter in Waukesha and the HAWS Schallock Center for Animals in
Delafield. From Day Camp to Day Training, our facilities are in constant
motion, packed with kids and adults, volunteers and staff, adopters,
class participants and, most importantly, animal interactions. (The eerie
quiet during the last week of August can come as a shock.)

Three months isn’t nearly long enough to pass along all the wisdom we
need to impart to our community. Learning must be continuous if we at
HAWS wish to have a lasting impact; growing a humane community is a
year-round endeavor.

So what is happening from September through May? Maybe the better
question is, what ISN’T happening?!

The Learning Continues

Once the school-year begins, HAWS’ education efforts
cover ground both inside and outside of our shelter
walls. In-school programs like Hannah’s Haven and No
More Bullying go hand-in-paw with our in-shelter kids’
volunteer clubs and opportunities when there is a day
off from school. Yes, it’s a big deal that we welcome
about 1,200 kids to summer camp each year. But, we
also bring our message (and ambassador pets!) to
thousands of school students, reaching them on their
home turf. And, with the opening of our Schallock
Center for Animals in 2021, we’ve been able to add
school field trips as well as equine education.

We’ve found that kids who participate in our programs
become adults who participate in our programs. We’ve
also found that kids are great recruiters, getting their
parents to join our volunteer corps and enroll to train at
HAWS with the family dog. Our Behavior department
has developed classes with continuation in mind: Start
with Life Skills for Puppies, graduate to Basic Manners,
grow into Agility.

With community outreach - including appearances at
events, presentations, Mobile stops, Pause with HAWS
corporate visits, education programs and more - HAWS
visits over 200 places a year to educate, talk, learn and
share information about animal welfare, compassion,
our responsibilities and the ways we can all coexist.

Positive Results

The numbers don’t lie; we’ve seen dramatic changes
over the years in the most important areas. In 2017,
HAWS achieved no-kill status while maintaining open
admissions — and we’re not going back!

We are only able to do this because of community
involvement and advocacy for HAWS and our mission.

Our volunteers are dedicated to our animals, doing
activities like dog outings (see page 10) to give us more
insight into our resident canines; successful, permanent
adoptions are the direct result (see Bruce/Peter’s story
at left). They continue to educate both themselves and
us for the betterment of our residents.

Best of all, our youth are putting the lessons they have
learned through HAWS into action - holding drives at
school, doing Scout projects for our benefit (check out
Knox at left), collecting “presents” for HAWS’ pets
instead of themselves for their birthdays! Kids are
looking to learn more, and we’re invested in them - for
both their future and ours. It’s exciting to look ahead! 4
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We adopted 7-year-old Nick (fka Phat Cat) in December. Nick is
doing very welll He's super affectionate and playful. He welcomes
our friends into the house and cuddles up to everyone. He is a
great part of our family!
- Scott & Terrie G.

| first fostered Louie through HAWS in January of 2023. She quickly
became a foster faill We bonded instantly, and she fit in perfectly.
Louie is incredibly well-behaved and knows lots of words. She
absolutely loves playing with her squeaky toys, cuddling on the
couch (she has no concept of personal space), getting butt rubs,
taking walks around the neighborhood and laying in her favorite
spot on top of the couch to look out the window. She is truly the
best dog ever. | am thrilled and honored to have her spend her
golden years with me.
- Melissa W.

| adopted Goose (fka Little White Snoopy) last August and it was
hands down the best decision I've ever made. He is the sassiest,
silliest, handsomest little cuddle-bug boy! Goose quickly became
the most beloved dog in my apartment complex and he’s
somewhat of a celebrity. He is the most spoiled and loved boy
with an endless number of aunties and uncles and he loves going
on “vacation” to his grandparents! I'm so grateful to HAWS for
bringing me Goose, | couldn’t imagine my life without him!
- Tatum S.

P CHESTER

We adopted our “shop kitty” from HAWS in November 2018.
Chester is the greatest! He is very friendly, and likes to help the
customers shop. People come in asking “Where’s Chester? We
came to see him.” He gets along great with our two rescue dogs

who come to work with us every day. We have your donation
canister on the counter and I’'m happy the way it gets donations -
hoping it’s because of our pets that people feel more like giving!

- Diane, Sugar Creek Antiques
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A little update of Mopsie who we adopted in May of 2024. Mopsie
is very smart and while she is still stubborn she has learned so
much in the last year. We are so happy she became a permanent
member of our family.

- Britny O.

Back in September, there was a ‘Name Your Price’ for older cats.
We haven’t had a cat in the house for a while, but my daughter
convinced me that we needed a cat. HAWS gave us time to sit

with multiple cats, and Indy was the perfect fit! Adopting an older

cat, we were afraid that we adopted old habits; I'm glad to report
that she has great habits — always uses the litter box, never
scratches furniture, uses her scratching posts and lets us trim her
nails! She’s a loveable cuddle-bug that gives kisses and headbutts.
Thank you! We recommend you to everyone!
- Chris S.

CHEDDAR BOB

Cheddar Bob here! | want to tell you how excited | am to be with
my human. I'm so comfortable that | fall asleep on him, belly up,
and | literally smile myself to sleep. Dad thinks that I've had some
kind of experience with refrigerators because every time he opens
it, | try to crawl in. I also make him laugh because | watch TV
intently! | hear dad telling people that he thinks I'm the most laid
back child he's ever had. Il keep him guessing for a while.... No
matter what, he's made it clear that he'll always love and adore me!
Please know how grateful | am to all of you for giving me a safe
and loving, temporary home at HAWS.
- Much love, Cheddar Bob (and dad, Scott K.)

Mazie (fka Maze) is living her best life with her humans. She LOVES
belly rubs and cuddles, her toys, walks, daycare, doggie parks,
sticks and pine cones! She is very smart and learning each day

how to be a Lady! We love her so much!
- Stefanie M.

Your HAWS-adoption story!

Email update & pictures to marketing@hawspets.org.
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EDUCATION DEPARTMENT
HIGHLIGHTS

hawspets.org/humane-education

THEY LoVED THE ATTEWITIoV FRovh THE DoGS AVID THE
RELATIOVISHIPS FoRVWED wITH THE STAFF AS wELL.
THEY GAMED CoVFIDEVICE AVID SKILL LEVEL MCREAGED!

Hannah’s Haven: New & Improved

The Hannah’s Haven reading program, created in loving memory of
alumni dog Hannah, became a school outreach program for 1st through
5th grades in the 2021-2022 school year. This unique initiative by HAWS
is designed to help low readers improve their literacy skills over the
course of a semester: Children read aloud to HAWS’ alumni dogs,
helping enhance their reading confidence, fluency and comprehension.

Now, for the 2025-2026 school year, up to 10 students will engage in
weekly 20-minute reading sessions, guided by trained HAWS staff.
Various reading materials are suited to each child’s reading level: The
students start with reading material identified by their teacher to be at
their current level, then material progressively increases in difficulty with
the goal of challenging them as their confidence grows!

The comforting presence of a dog helps to keep them relaxed and
engaged. Additionally, the bond formed with the dog can create a
positive association with reading, making it a more enjoyable experience.
The combination of regular practice, increased confidence, and
emotional support ultimately leads to noticeable improvement in the
child's reading abilities by the end of the semester.

Both teachers and our staff members have noticed tremendous changes
for the participants, noting things like “Joe likes to read to the dogs. He
feels comfortable, and it is the only place he enjoys reading out loud. He
believes that eventually the dogs will begin to know words, too! He never
forgot to try to keep Louie the dog interested”

Learn how your students can get involved! Contact our team at
education@hawspets.org to get started. ‘&*
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Congrats to
Asa Martin,
2025 Diana
Boettcher
Youth
Kindess
Award
Winner!

Asa began volunteering as a Small Critter
Cuddler in the fall of 2022 and continues in
this role today. Since starting at HAWS, he
has dedicated over 100 hours to helping
small critters in our care. Asa has played a
vital role in socializing a variety of small
critters, including rabbits and guinea pigs.
With his calm and patient demeanor, Asa
helps these animals build trust and become
more comfortable around people, which
positively impacts their stay at HAWS and
their chances of adoption. In addition to
socializing, Asa provides enrichment
activities, treats, and a sense of security to
the critters. His dedication and compassion
have made him an exceptional volunteer,
leaving a lasting impact on the lives of the
animals.

Gone to the Dogs was a safe space for
my medically-complex child. It was
wonderful to see her thrive with other
children and camp counselors who love
animals as much as she does!

- Summer camp parent

CORNER

HAWS thanks the members of
Center Oak and Clever
Clovers 4-H! Before their visit
to our Schallock Center for
Animals they made dog and

cat toys for us, and also
brought along a check for
$1,530, money raised by
having a Pie and Cookie
Auction at school.

CEVITER OAK & CLEVER CLoVERS 4-H GRouPS

Fall Goat Yoga Sessions

In September and October, join our five goofy, full-size resident
goats — Larry, Moe, Curly, Mike, and Ike — at the Schallock Center
for Animals for a one-hour session of light movement, big laughs
and plenty of goat charm. Don’t worry, these guys are too big to
climb on you, but they’ll definitely be nearby to keep you company
and make you smile.

Led by an experienced yoga instructor, this class is perfect for all
skill levels and open to ages 7 and up. Just bring a mat (or towel),
your sense of humor and get ready for a truly unforgettable time.

Sign up at hawspets.org/events.

Lure Course and Dog Dash

This September, October and November we’re bringing back the
Lure Course and Dog Dash to the Schallock Center, a super fun way
for your pup to race, chase, and show off their speed!

The Lure Course has your dog chasing a moving target around a
safe, fenced course, while the Dog Dash is a fast-paced sprint after
a moving lure. No matter your dog’s size or experience, it’s all about
having fun together and helping your furry friend burn off some well-
deserved zoomies.

Tail-wagging good times available: hawspets.org/schallock-center.

Indoor Dog Play

Indoor Dog Play will be available again during the colder months this
winter in our Schallock Center indoor arena! Enjoy private playtime
with your dog and up to five of their friends, just like in our private
Dog Park, but in our above-freezing arena.

Check hawspets.org/schallock-center for registration. &

HAWS SCHALLOCK
CENTER FOR ANIMALS

hawspets.org/schallock-center
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SCHALLOCK CENTER FOR ANIMALS

The horse education program for adults at
HAWS’ Schallock Center for Animals was one
of the most interesting and informative classes
I’'ve taken in years. | never realized how much
there is to learn about horses, and | was happy
to discover that | felt a real connection to the
horses. The “hands on” part of the class -
learning how to groom — was my favorite!
| would love to continue in the program and
learn more about these beautiful animals!
-Judy S.

Learn about HAWS unique equine programs at
hawspets.org/humane-education/equine.

TEACH, TRAIN
& LIVE HUMANE

August 2025 - Page 9



Great Opportunities

We’re excited about the success of our newer
initiatives! We’d love even more participants: Scan the
QR code or email volunteer@hawspets.org.

@I

Dog Walker Outings

Dog Walker Outings provide further enrichment for our dogs by taking the
opportunity to get outdoors one step further. A Dog Walker Outing is a
quick trip out of the shelter environment where the dog can enjoy some
one-on-one time with volunteers. These outings often include trips to
Culver's for an ice cream treat, to Starbucks for a pup cup, or to our
Schallock Center for Animals to use the private dog park! By going on an
adventure with one of our dogs, volunteers are giving them a nurturing
experience that helps in their transition to find a forever home. The
prerequisite to participate is to take Dog Walking Orientation.

Kennel Advocacy Orientation

The Kennel Advocate Program is designed to support the adoption
process at the shelter by assisting potential adopters during viewing
hours. Kennel Advocates guide adopters to resources such as adoption
applications and information about specific animals, while facilitating one-
on-one sessions with animals. They also engage with the animals during
quieter times, building relationships and understanding each animal's
personality to help match them with the right adopters.

We have now added two additional orientations per month (3 total) after
training our latest KA Facilitators, which means we will have a higher
capacity to onboard new volunteers! This program operates during
viewing hours, so volunteers are needed from 1-5pm weekdays, and
Tam-3pm on weekends. At right, several KAs tell their stories!

Being a Kennel Advocate at HAWS
has been one of the most
rewarding experiences of my life.
You get to serve as that final
connection between the dog's
kennel life and their new home.
Seeing visitors' faces light up when
you introduce them to their next
potential family member gives me
next level joy.
~Jeff T.

Being a Kennel Advocate you become the voice of the
dog and tell their story to interested visitors. My first day
was very exciting - Snoop was adopted...yeah!
-Dave A.

As a Kennel Advocate, you take [
your impact to the next level by =
helping dogs find their future
families. You get to better
understand their quirks,
personalities, and what makes
them special.

-Justin L.

Cat Cuddler Orientation Facilitators

We LOVE that there is so much interest in Cat
Cuddling! But, we regularly have waitlists of 10-14
applicants each month who are unable to attend
due to limited capacity at our orientations. To
become an orientation facilitator, volunteers must
first complete the Cat Cuddling orientation and
then shadow an experienced facilitator until they
feel confident leading sessions independently.

If you’re passionate about cats and eager to make
a deeper impact by helping grow this beloved
program, we’d love to hear from you! &

i L

A Strong Mobile Connection

Bear (fka Eel) was adopted after a Mobile Adoption visit
to ORBIS! Jan had always been a cat person, but felt
drawn to Eel and came back several times during the
event to visit with him. Their connection was strong and
she knew it was meant to be, filling out the adoption
application on site. Before our Mobile team even returned
to the shelter Jan had already called and scheduled his
adoption. She was thrilled - and even lined up future dog
sitters, researched HAWS training classes and looked
into which dog sports would best enrich Bear's life. She
works from home, and he patiently waits for her to wrap
up her work day so they can play and snuggle. ég

COMMUNITY OUTREACH

hawspets.org/host-event

UPCovhiie MoBILE HAPPEVIMIGS

Mutt Strutt Walk
August 23, 10am-1pm
A portion of the proceeds from registration for the walk,
plus the photo booth, agility and lure course will be
donated to HAWS!
In partnership with Homesight & GMAR.
Link to details and registration available at
hawspets.org/events.

Watch HAWS’ Event Calendar
for MORE Mobile:

August/September
Yappy Hour events in partnership with Tito's vodka.
Dates & times TBD.

October
Lake Country Canine Carnival
Subaru Same Day Adoption event

November & December
Having a holiday donation drive?
Call now to schedule your company’s 30-minute
Pet Pop-In with an adoptable animal!
Or, if you’re looking to warm up your workplace with a bit of
fuzz therapy, we offer 1- and 2-hour Mobile Adoption team
visits: Guaranteed to increase employee morale!

Interested in hosting HAWS’ Mobile team?
Contact carrie@hawspets.org.

CHARLEE BEAR
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HAWS @

Humane Animal Welfare Society
of Waukesha County, Inc.

701 Northview Road

PO Box 834

Waukesha, WI153187-0834

DATED MATERIAL - PLEASE DELIVER PROMPTLY

DO WE HAVE YOUR EMAIL? Don't miss out! Get on HAWS' email lists at hawspets.org.

CALENDAR

AUGUST

TAlLgate Outing
August 17th, 10am-4pm

Petlicious, Pewaukee

Clothing &
FEIEWS Textile Drive

= Bl August 23rd

Details on page 10.

CERTEVVRER

Annual Membership

Meeting
September 22nd, 7pm

Events are held at HAWS in Waukesha unless otherwise noted. Please check
hawspets.org/events regularly for updates and all Mobile Adoption visits.

FREE Electronics r%,“tf
Recycling Fundrai W
ecycling rundraiser Haws
September 13th, 10am-2pm
WCTC Pewaukee Campus; Details on page 10. HAP PY TA' LS

An evening to benefit HAWS @

EA0H

Friends Meetings Aug. 13, Sept. 10 (6pm), Oct. 8, Nov. 12 6:30pm
All adults welcome! See hawspets.org/friends.

“ ) Aug. 9, Sept. 13, Oct. 11, Nov. 8 9:30-11:30am
MOV\T Gat Pedicures Aug. 26, Sept. 23, Oct. 28, Nov. 25 5:30-7:30pm

Please visit hawspets.org/events prior to your
visit for procedure and registration.

Pedicures for Rabhits Aug. 16, Sept. 20, Oct. 18, Nov. 15 9:30-10:30am
: : Pedicures are limited to the first 20 animals.
& Guinea Plgs No pre-registration or call-ahead available.

ao our team!

HAWS is Hiring: We have positions available throughout or
organization and would love to welcome you to our team!
Log on to hawspets.org/careers to learn more and build
your career at HAWS.

Follow us for more news, resources and fun:

@HAWS_Waukesha

ﬁ @HAWSofWaukesha @ @hawswaukesha

99 Two Great

® ® Waysto
-y Recycle

When you're done reading,
please either pass this issue
along to a friend, or safely
recycle in your community.



